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MEMORANDUM FOR THE NATIONAL SLCURITY COUNCIL
SUBJECT: Korean Priscner Exchaige
Our attention has boon called to the posnibility of revarsing,
in connection with the Xorean negetations, the policy estabiishad
by the Americans in fiorld ¥ar II ef no forcible repstriation of
prisoners, ‘n agreemsut to forcitly repatriate prisoners of war
in Korea, who prefer to remain wit'in United 'lations suporvigec
territory, would seriously Iimpmle CIA activit es engaged 1 mder
National Security Counclii direclives in the following sphesas:
1. GIA efforts to cttain def:ctions fron the Soviet axi
Soviet orbit countries in Eurcpe rest upen the [rostze
of sanctuary which derives 1ts eredilility from o polie
in Europe of refuvaing forcible repatyiation, The teo-
posed noliey in Tores vould regate such eredibility.
2. Our entire parci:logicel warfare projram througboui the

world is based vpon the importance of the individual

and tho frecdom of individual choles in the ¥Wastern Forld.
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Forcible repairiation is so basieally contrsdictory to
this underlying oremise of owr psyenologleal warfare

progran that it would weaken the program Lweammrably.

25X1

Le In the event of hot wer, our Ewropesn poliay from
World ¥ar II of ne Zorolble resatriation would be an
inportant psyciclogicel weapon to inftuce wholesale
defaction and surrender among satelll‘e peoples, Ukranian
Russians and in large areds of the Far East. FRevargal
of this policy now in connection with the Horean Armlistice

sould prove ex»ensive boyond calculatien by preventing
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wholesale defection and surrender in the event of

hot war.

In view of the above »ractisal considerations and wholly apart

from the moral questions lLwvolved, we recormend:

1.

2.

¥o forced repatriation.

An imoediate census in our POW caips ©f those Chinsse
and Yort: Zoreans who desire repatriationy & separation
of non-Comminist *UF's who do ot wiash to be repatristed
m an elfort to trade those who are willing to be
repatriated for U7 priscuers, The passibility tiaut the
ratio of exghange would be so favorable to the Cemmunisis
as to make a trade pos:ible is real enough to Jusilily Lie
effort, It is quite possible that the Commndais'
insistence on forced repatriation is tased wpon their

fear that if an ¢lectior Is pems.t.ted to POWlg, enly &
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trickle will clect to raturn, thereby providing the
UN with a stromg psychological weapon. If the fnots
ars otherwise, the issucs nay disspear,

3¢ After separation of PUI'e whom we would be willing to
have behind Ji lines arxl in the event that a trame
&3 suggeasted shove caniiot be effected, the posasil ilisy
of staging a wholesale treak-out form the carp is

worthy of ocensideraticn,
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